Identification of neuron subpopulations in the rat vestibular ganglion by calbindin-D 28K, calretinin and neurofilament proteins immunoreactivity.
Immunocytochemical and morphometric analyses were combined to demonstrate the presence of neuron subpopulations in the rat vestibular ganglion. Monoclonal antibodies reacting with neurofilament proteins (NF), calbindin-D 28K (CaBP) and calretinin (CaR) were used. Three subpopulations were identified: (1) CaBP- and CaR-positive neurons were the largest neurons (16%) and they were also highly NF-immunoreactive; (2) exclusively NF-positive neurons; (3) unlabelled neurons, representing about two-thirds of the population.